Forest Management Vocabulary 

1. Board Foot (BF)- A unit of wood measuring 1inch thick by 12inches by 12inches.

2. Canopy- The entire layer of tree crowns within a stand of trees.

3. Clearcut- A harvesting and regeneration technique which removes all trees within a designated area.

4. Competition- The struggle among trees and other vegetation for sunlight energy, water, nutrients, growing space and other site resources.

5. Cord- A stack of 128 cubic feet of firewood (4ftx4ftx8ft).

6. Crown- All branches, limbs, needles or leaves of an individual tree.

7. Cruise- A survey or sampling of standing trees to estimate their volume.

8. Cull- A tree or log that has defect that makes it unusable for its original intended purpose.

9. DBH- Diameter at Breast Height (4 1/2ft) on the uphill side.

10. Shad intolerant trees- Species of tree that require full exposure to sunlight (Douglas-fir).

11. Log scale- Estimating the volume by Scribner decimal C table.

12. MBF- Abbreviation for 1,000 Board Feet (a unit of Volume).

13. Merchantable- Term used to describe some aspect of how valuable a tree or log is.

14. Mixed stand- A stand of trees where less than 80% of the trees in the overstory canopy are of a single species.

15. Natural stand- A stand of trees that regenerated naturally.

16. Nutrients- The basic earth elements within the soil that are needed for plant growth.

17. Overstory- The highest layer of tree canopy within a stand of trees.

18. Peeler log- A log suitable quality to manufacture veneer sheets.

19. Pole- A tree that has a specific taper, straightness, diameter and overall form that makes it suitable for harvest and processing to become a utility line pole.

20. Pulpwood- A log used to make paper or other wood fiber-based products.

21. Reforestation- A specific method of regenerating a forest by the planting of individual tree seedlings.

22. Rotation- The length of time to grow a stand of trees to achieve a specific product type or tree size.

23. Sapling- A small diameter and usually short tree.

24. Saw log- A log that is large enough and of suitable quality to be sawn into lumber.

25. Silviculture- The art, science and practice of establishing, cultivating and tending to the forest.

26. Site index (SI)- A relative measure of a site’s productivity potential based upon tree height at a specific base-age, usually 25 or 50 years.

27. Site prep- Preparing an area of land for reforestation.
28. Slash- Term used to describe woody debris left in the unit after harvest. 

29. Stand- A manageable group of trees that occupies a specific area and often is uniform age, species and condition.

30. Stocking- A relative number of trees or volume per acre.

31. Thinning- An intermediate harvest in a stand of trees that reduces the stocking level of the stand.

32. Shade tolerant trees- Species of trees that have the ability to regenerate and grow within the shade of other trees (hemlock).

33. Tree stand improvement (TSI)- Action taken to improve the health, quality and vigor of a stand of trees.

34. Understory- The sub-layer of tree canopy that exists beneath the overstory.

